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Current 
Literature 
Material appearing below is thought to be of par-
ticular interest to Linacre Quarterly readers because 
of its moral, religious, or philosophic content. The 
medical literature constitutes the primary, but not 
the sole source of such material. In general, abstracts 
are intended to reflect the substance of the original 
article. Contributions and comments from readers 
are invited. (E. G. Laforet, M.D., 2000 Washington 
St., Newton Lower Falls, MA 02162) 
Mahler DM, Veatch RM, Sidel VW: 
Ethical issues in informed consent: 
research on medical cost contain· 
ment. JAMA 247:481-485 22/29 
Jan 1982. 
Restriction of medical services by 
the decision to con tain medical costs 
involves social and political considera· 
tions. Research is required, however, 
in order to assess the effect of such 
cost containment efforts. Such 
research necessarily raises difficult 
questions of informed consent on the 
part of each affected patient. These 
difficulties might be resolved in part 
by a greater reliance on retrospective 
studies, resorting to clinical decision· 
making models based on already avail· 
able data, and emphasizing the role of 
the primary care physician in maxi· 
mizing patient autonomy. 
Kreutzer EW, Rutherford RB, Lehman 
RAW: Diagnosis of brain death by 
common carotid artery velocity 
waveform analysis. Arch Neurol 
39:136-139 March 1982. 
Demonstrating the cessation of cer· 
ebral blood flow is a desirable con· 
firmatory study when establishing the 
diagnosis of brain death . Arteriog· 
raphy and similar approaches have 
proven reliable but unwieldy. Com· 
mon carotid artery velocity waveform 
analysis is a simpler method of obtain· 
ing such data. 
Sheldon M: Truth telling in medicine. 
JAMA 247:651-6545 Feb 1982. 
Prescinding from the philosophic 
issue of just what "the truth" is, truth 
telling in medicine nevertheless con· 
May, 1982 
tinues to raise vexing questions. 
Approaches range from that of Bok, 
who would insist on direct truth tell· 
ing in almost all circumstances, to that 
of Henderson /Ellin, whose fiduciary 
model would permit the element of 
harm to modify what is told the 
patient. 
Slavin LA, O'Malley JE, Coocher GP, 
Foster DJ: Communication of the 
cancer diagnosis to pediatric 
patients: impact on long·term 
adjustment. Am J Psychiat 
139:179.183 Feb 1982. 
This stu dy supports the hypothesis 
"that early knowledge of the cancer 
diagnosis is related to good psycho· 
social adjustment among long·term 
survivors of childhood malignancies." 
Muyskens JL: Nurses' collective 
responsibility and the strike 
weapon. J Med & Phi/os 7:101·112 
Feb 1982. 
In addi tion to the nurse's du ties as 
an individual health professional 
toward the individual patient, there 
are also collective duties toward the 
profession itself. These include main· 
taining and improving standards of 
nursing, maintaining conditions of 
employment that are conducive to to 
quality nursing care, contributing to 
the development of community and 
national health needs, and making the 
most efficient use of nursing resources. 
In order to meet these collective duties 
it may be necessary to resort to strike 
action which, within certain contexts, 
is a moral action. 
191 
(Editorial): Genetic counselling and 
the prevention of Huntington's 
chorea. Lancel p. 147 16 Jan 1982. 
Huntington's chorea is perhaps the 
most devastating genetic disorder of 
adult life. Its prevalence would fall 
precipitously, however, if procreation 
were avoided or limited by those at 
high risk. This would involve inform· 
ing those family members at risk, 
which raises two important questions. 
First, is the aim of genetic counseling 
to help the individual family or society 
at large? Second, how can a valid deci· 
sion be made when there is no objec· 
tive evidence of the effect of such 
counseling? But with respect to the 
latter, there is accumulating evidence 
th a t n on· directive counseling does 
indeed result in a reduction of family 
size. As for directive counseling, firm 
data are not yet available. 
Wolf CR, Robinson B: Brain death: a 
review. Military Med 146:246·248 
Apr 1981. 
The diagnosis of brain death is 
reviewed from the aspects of the 
neurologic examination, clinical pre· 
requisites (such as the absence of 
Are You Moving? 
hypothermia or of drug ingestion), 
electroencephalographic findings, and 
determination of cerebral blood flow. 
Abramson NS, Meisel A, Safar P: 
Informed consent in resuscitation 
research. JAMA 246:2828·2830 18 
Dec 1981. 
Currently established legal require· 
ments involving informed consent 
impede research on emergency resusci· 
tation. These regulations must be mod· 
ified in order to permit such necessary 
research. 
McNeil BJ, Weichselbaum R, Pauker 
SG: Speech and survival: tradeoffs 
between quality and quantity of 
life in laryngeal cancer. New Engl J 
Med 305: 982·987 22 Oct 1981. 
For patients with laryngeal cancer, 
radiation therapy preserves voice func· 
tion but offers a lower survival than 
laryngectomy, which has a higher sur· 
vival but which destroys normal voice 
function. An analysis of the attitudes 
or normal volunteers indicates that 
approximately 20 percent would 
choose radiation therapy in this sit· 
uation. 
If the next issue of this journal should be delivered to a differ-
ent address, please advise AT ONCE. The return postage 
and cost of remailing this publication is becoming more and 
more costly. Your cooperation in keeping us up-to-date with 
your address will be most helpful. 
EDITOR'S NOTE: In the article entitled "On Attitudes Toward Death and the 
Cost of Dying" in the February, 1982 issue, the 11th line from the bottom of page 
51 should have read, "Hospice care is not inexpensive." We apologize for this error. 
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